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THE LIBERIAN EMBASSY, U S &

Liberia at 172 : Africa’s Oldest Republic

Da July 16, 1847, 172 years aga, Liberia doclared ber indopondence,
end became Africa’s first repablic.
Literis's declaration of isdepeadence in 1847 was spearheaded by
Josgph Jeaking Raberis, bora ia Norfolk, YA, US. A, who wai then
Governor of the Commonwealth of Liberia, and became the first
prsident of the new coamtry.
Liberia, which derives ber name from “liberty,” measing “land of
ihe froc,” was founded im 1821 by former slaves amd (rec-barm
Blacks from the United States, under the guidance of the American
/- Caolonbrstion Saclety (NVCSL The ACS was & phllanthrople srganira-
e, thon chariered o led a new bome In Alrica Tor freed men and wom-
@ of ¢olor frosn the United State.,

. Among the founders of the ACS were many prominent early Amseri-
can leaders, Including Thomas Jeffervom, Jamss Monroe, Danlel
Webiter, Franch Sealt Key, Heary Clay, and Baibrod Waikisgioa,
an asociate justice of the Suprome Court and nephew of Geoorge H. E. George Manneh Weah , President:
Froibdent Wimhington. Liberia®s capital, Monrovia, s named after James 3011 8-
14— 1R ¢ INTIINTE Moaros, the Ak predident ol the ULS during whose

sdmislviration the coastry was foasded. The firvi Liberias Constitetion was written af Harvard Law Scheal,

With & papulation calimsted to b 4,6 million, Liberia i cndoawed with abasdam aateral rescarcey, asd i beme to 43 pereeal of the remaising
tropi<al raim forest in Wit Africa, with unique plant and animal species, including the pygmy hippopotamui. The country iv a potential toariim
haven with 380 mils cosstline along the Atlastic (hoean lined with white sandy besebes, cotonul and palm tresi Liberia b8 also blessed with
lakes, walcrfalls, mouniain rasged, and other nstural sitraciioss. Liberia li & loanding momber of (he Unfied Natlom, and ibe Orgasicsiion aff
African Lnity (OALU), resamed the African Union (AL). Liberia is a founding member of the 15-nation Economic Community of West African
Stmtes (ECOWAS), s well as the Mano River Union (MRU), which groups tegether Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guines snd Cote d® Ivoire.

Liberis and Ethiopis are the two countries in Africa that were not colanired.
H. E. Ibr, George Mannek Weal is the 251k President of the Republic of Liberia tsce independence,
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on Sy 26.20(9, Commeme-  President Weah Stimulates the

e 17 nd T i 7 Pro Poor Agenda
Ambazzador Paten Gets Arovund

The Deputy Chicf of Mission

s

Faniveriary of the Ppabiis of

H.E. Gearge 5.W. Patten, Sr. Ambassador Extraordinary L eis
and Plenipotentiary to the United States of
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